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Why (Human) Mind/Brain for AI?

Å Important work not using it as model

ïMore purely derived from problem being solved 

ïBut good luck

ÅWhy not use it?

ïDoes what most of us are trying to do/accomplish 

ïBoth expert and artificial general intelligence

ÅA suboptimal kluge

ïMostly myth



Why Study the Mind/Brain?

ÅExtraordinary system/device that works

ÅSolutions provide further benefits

ïInsight to inform our choices

ÅNatural tradeoffs

ÅSuboptimal from different perspectives

ïHealth/Dysfunction



What Does the Brain Tell Us?

ÅWe do know a great deal

ÅYet still determining principles, general structure (and details)

ÅEspecially higher cognitive abilities 

ÅSo: cognitive and brain science a challenge 



Why Not Farther at this Point?

ÅMissing overarching, principled theoretical approach

ïLacking a theory of brain function 

ÅEven with the most fundamental unitsðneurons

ïWhat are they trying to do?

ÅAnd at the top: the purpose/structure of high-level 

function

ïA theory of human intelligence

ÅOr even a consensus re: general cognitive architecture
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